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The East Texan
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I

No. 12

22, 1917

This issue of The East Texan is dedicated to the hallowed remembrance of our friend
and benefactor, W. L. MA YO.

William Leonidas Mayo was born at
Preston burg, Floyd County, Kentucky,
on the 3rd of November, 18(11. As a
boy he gave evidence of a strong and
unyielding desire for learning and
early secured what was to be obtained
in the small rural school near his
father's farm. Having shown a marked
ambition in this wo"k he was later sent
to Prestonburg Seminary, then to
Cedar Bluff Academy, in Tazewell
County, Virginia. In furtherance of
his higher academic education he
finally entered Central Normal College, Danville, Indiana, in which institution he was graduated in the class
of 1883, receiving the B. A. degree.
Soon after his graduation he returned to Cedar Bluff Academy as
head of the institution, a place \vhich
he filled with credit and distinction for
three years when he withdrew from
school work for a season to engage in
the lumber business for a season to
procure funds to attend the University
of Indiana.
His logging industry proved disastrous, most of the logs of the season's
work being carried away by a flood
which caught them as they were being
floated down the river.
Deeply hurt at this misfortune he set
out alone and penniless to seek his
fortune and his destiny in the great
West. After a few months of wandering in which he reached as far as
Colorado, he came to Texas to visit
some relatives. Being we_ary and in
poor health he remained for several
weeks near the present town of Pecan
Gap resting and regaining his strength.
While here he felt impelled to engage
in the work of teaching and accordingly contracted to teach the public
school at Pecan Gap.
He opened his first school in Texas
with a few pupils who had gathered
in a small wooden building, which was
equipped with a few hand-made benches, one book, a black-board, and a
box of chalk. With this black-board
and this box of chalk Professor Mayo
began a work that no man can estimate. The children were called together by a large bell which Professor
Mayo bought-the first school bell

LIFE
that Professor Mayo used in Texas.
This bell is the one that is now used
at the East Texas Normal College.
The black-board that he used is the
one that is now used for the schedule
of classes in the chapel, at the East
Texas Normal College.
In 1889 Professor Mayo removed to
Cooper, Texas, where he founded
what is now East Texas Normal College. From a modest inception he
developed what became a thriving

school. While here, he was married
to Miss Etta Booth, and to this union
were born eight children, five of whom
survive-Gladys, Marion S., Aileen,
Liebling, and Margaret.
In 1894 the college building at
Cooper was destroyed by fire and soon
afterward the school was re-estabfo,hed at its present site at Commerce,
Texas. This school has grown steadily
and bas exerted a profound influence
in educational progress in Texas and
the Southwest.
It is no more than a just tribute to
Professor Mayo to say that the South
has lost its one great educator. Let

I

these facts bespeak his claim to this
distinction:
He was the first educator in Texas
to undertake the monumental task of
preparing teachers of the rural schools
to do thcsir work more effectively by
bringing to them the advantages that
our church and state schools bring to
the teachers of the city schools. He
has trained more rural teJ.chers than
any other institution in Texas.
He was the first man in Texas to
undertake on a large scale the education of young men and young women
without means. He said, "Come one,
come all." He has placed on their
feet more young people from poor
homes t,han any other man who ever
lived in Texa8.
He was the first .educator in Texas
to provide an all-the-year program of
instruction so that young people could
attend school in August as well as in
January.
He was the first educator in Texas
to provide a curriculum sufficiently
flexible that one could enter on any
day of the year, or withdraw on any
day of the year without inconvenience
or loss.
His was tho only private institution
in Texas that ever survived three successive disastrous fires and emerged
each time bigger and better than ever.
His pupils are today in Congress,
in the leading universities, heads of
public school systems, filling our
most important pulpits, leaders in the
various professions, prominent in the
business world, and makers of some of
our best and sweetest homes.
He was a friend to the friendless, a
father to the fatherless, a guide to the
blind, and a benediction to all.
A true knight of the old South, and
a true Shepherd of his people, his
memory still guides us as we struggle
on under the burden that presses down
upon us. He has left with us that
little spark of the Immortal One.
The memory of this great man, our
former leader, is an inspiration that
would lead one to move mountains.
His ideals have so ..fixed themselves
into our very beings, that his loss
causes us to lift our heads and determine that his ambitions shall be
fully realized by his followers and coworkers.
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DEATH
On tlte I 4th day o_f March at 2 :30
p. m. Professor Mayo passed away.
We could scarcely believe the
sad news so sudden was the great
loss. Professor Ma.yo was enjoyng excellent health until a few
days previous to bis death.
Wednesday, March 14th, about
twelve o'clock, while seated m
his office giving -s ome instructions
for the afternoon he suddenly
complained. He walked into the
German club room where he
could lie down, and physicians
were quickly summoned. He
urged them not to be alarmed
and in a few minutes he seemed
to be relieved.
He talked of plans that were
being put into execution and
what he intended doing for the
college. So absorbed in the welfare of his fellow beings, even in
h1s last hours he willingly gave
his master mind to their cause.
He suffered three light attacks
and was discussing his condition
with physicians when a fourth
seized and carried away his great
life.
While the attending physician
was out of the room calling a
consulting physician Professor
Mayo revealed to Mrs. Mayo the
fact that he knew the end was

near, and designated the little
grove on the campus.
So cautious wi,i,s he that no one
be disturbed only a few intimate
friends and _t_he family were with
him when the end came. The
great task he had set himself to
was going on, a.11 at their work.
The sad report spread so quickly
far and near that soon many who
looked to him as their leader and
friend were permitted to pay
respect to the family and his
dear memory.
Even under such trying conditions Marion kept his poise' as
few young men of his age could.
He almost at once called the
faculty together and put out a
bulletin announcing to the students and public that the plans
of bis fat.her would be carried
out and that work would begin
on the following Friday.
•

FUNERAL
Monday, Marr.h 19th, the mortal remains of our 'beloved President W. L. Mayo were consigned
to the tomb in the little locust
grove on the college campus just
north of main building. The
graduating classes of 1917 dug
the grave, beginning after twelve
o'clock Sunday night. At 2 p. m.
Monday the Masons took charge
at the home, and bore the casket
to the northeast porch of the
Administration Building. Honorary pall-bearers were W. J.
r~ylor, W. B. DeJ ernett, E.
Hewett, J no. Knig,ht, L_ W.
Rutland, C. L. Anders. Active
pall-bearers, W. B. Stone, A. H.
Ouwling, B. H. Miller, H. H. J.
Fling, J. M. McGee, Burr Cameron. Services were conducted by
Rev. W. L. Tittle of Class '02 of
Bonham. After a prayer by J.
D. Allen, '98 of Greenville the
following persons spoke on the
life and work of the deceased and
their relations with him: Rev.
E. L. Egger, '92, of Terrell, presiding elder in Methodist church;

Mayor W. F. Corneliu!':, '99, of
Commerce; Dr. W. B. DeJ ernett
of Commerce; Professor A. L.
Day, Superintendent of City
Schools of Commerce; Professor
C. M. Lutz of the College in behalf of the faculty; Burr Cameron,
a present student in behalf of the
student body; Congressman Sam
Rayburn.
The congregation, estimated
between four and five thousand,
which bad gathered with heavy
heart for this sad occasion filed
past the bier to take a last look
at the face of their deceased
friend.
The body was again taken in
charge by the Masons and borne
to the graYe. After the beautiful
grPy casket ha<l been lowered
in the vault, the solemn and impressive ceremonies of Ancient,
Free and Accepted Masons were
said.
The grave was covered with
innumerable floral tributes from
friends and societies here and
elsewhere. The collection made
a truck load at tbe station. Tbe
student body gave a beautiful
blanket of flowers that covered
the entire grave.
All places of business in the
city were closed for the afternoon and the railroad shops closed
down for five minutes during the
funeral. The city public school
dismissed at noon. Many schools
in the county closed for the day.
It was the most extraordinary
funeral ever held or perhaps ever
will be held in Commerce. No
man ever lived here or seldom
elsewhere that commanded greater respect · and admiration than
President W. L. Mayo. The
poorest and humblest and highest
and most learned alike felt the
personal touch and inspiration
as only this great man.could giveHis grave will be a, hallowed
spot, especially to those who have
come under his direct personal
touch.

Memorial Association Organized.
At the instance of H. D. Wynn
and W. K Sayle a meeting was
called Thursda y in the directors
office of the Citizens State Bank
of Commerce, to consider organizing a Memorial Association,
the purpose of which would be
to erect a suitable monument to
the late deceased President W.
L. Mayo, of East Te xas Normal
College.
A good representation of the
ex-students of the city was present, Mr.H.D. Wynn stated briefly
and effectively t be purpose of the
meeting, after which permanent
organization was entered into. H
D Wynn was elected president l f
organization, Burr Cameron , Seci:etary-Treasurer. The name of
organization, unless hereafter
changed,shall be W LMayoMemQrial Association. The fund shall
he W L Mayo Fund .
The following were appointed
as a committee to prepare literature to be sent out to ex-students
and to advise the secretary in
getting in touch with all former
students of East Texas Normal
College. Namely: W E Sayle,
Chairman, B H Miller, A E Godwin, Mrs. HD Wynn, (nee Mary
Taylor,) Mrs. W W Sherrill,(nee
Lucy Chapman,) MrsE E Maloney, ( nee Mylie Acker,) Mrs. Cora
Shoemake, (nee Swearingin).
A meeting of the students,
alumni, ex-students and citizens
of Commerce was held in the
College Auditorium at 10 o' clock
Monday morning March 19, for
further perfecting the organization and furthering progress of
this work.
COMMITTEE. MEETING

Immediately after adjournment of the W L Mayo Memorial
Association the _,committee appointed, met. They announced

He's Gone, But His Works Will Live On.
Red rose , you bloom a nd your fragrance on us will fall,
But not long hence until you must answer death's call.
You will wither and die, and soon will pass away ,
Your leaves, your stems, and your pet~ls soon will decay .
The blossom of power has passed this road and gone,
To a land on High where his soul will live on.
He came to this earth as a good omen of love,
But his soul is now gone to the Eternal above.
Great battles he fought and great victories he won,
But he kept his courage unto Ufe' s setting sun,
The life that he lived, was devoted to others.
He treated us all as if we were his brothers.
The brightness of Hesper is nothing to compare,
With the life that he lived and his mesRage and prayer.
He departed this life and passed to the Above,
Where his heart will now sing in ecstasy of love.
A STUDENT.

that all donations to the W L
Mayo Memorial Fund be remitted to Burr Cameron, Treasurer,
or to any of the following:
Carl Apperson, Assistant Cashier of the State Bank ' of Commerce; F N Sheely, Assistant
Cashier of the P & M National
Bank; L B England, Assistant
Cashier of the First N:i.tional
Bank; or HD Wynn, Cashier of
Citizens StateBank.
Official receipts will be issued
by each of the above named parties. Later, an official bulletin
will be issued containing a life
history of President Mayo and
of the East Texas Normal College
together with pictures of President Mayo, the college buildings,
and the memorial monument to
be erected. A copy of the official
bulletin will be presented to each
donor, which will contain a list of
all the names of all members of
the W L Mayo Memorial Association.
An effort will be made to reach
every ex-student with a letter as
soon as possible. Speak about
this work to any old E T N C
student that you may see. Or-

ganize a local association in your
county if there is not already
such existing, if there is an E T
N C club organized bring this
matter before it. This is-a matter for ex-5tudents and ex-stud.dents must do the work.

Important.
The rolls that were made prior
to 1907 were destroyed by the
fire when the old college building
burned. So we do not have an'y
means at hand whereby a roll of
students previous to that tirrie
can be in any way accurately
obtained. This is a very lamentable fact at a time like this when
every ex-student should be
reached. Different methods will
be used in finding as many as
possible, but at best, all can not
be found.
The readers of the East Texan
are few compared with the number of ex-students, but they are
representative of almost every
section of the country and every
year of the college; so their cooperation will be of inestimable
value in this work. As you
write, please give the · names oi
all you know who attended previous to 1907.

"Ceaseless Industr!), Fearless Investigation, ·Unfettered Thought."

THE GRAVE OF PRESIDENT W. L. MAYO.
-From a photograph taken Tuesday, March 20.

